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July 2022 

 

Dear Friends of Nuevas Sonrisas, 

 

We are planning a 2023 trip to Santa Catarina Mita!  Members of the Board and the Advisor committee are 

having, and will continue, regular Zoom meetings with our colleagues and counterparts in SCM to explore how 

we can proceed. 

 

Many things about our next trip could be different: 

- We are going to Guatemala later than usual, probably the first half of March, 2023  (details TBA).  The 

Municipality suggested inviting selected senior students from the Guatemalan dental school to 

participate as providers and teachers rotating through all aspects of our services that week.  We look 

forward to this opportunity to share and learn effective practices to better serve the children. 
- We are considering the added efficiency of two non-moving clinics to which children are mostly bussed.  

This implies arranging access to larger, perhaps non-school based spaces to accommodate more chairs 

per clinic. 
- We want to convert as many clinician chairs as possible to self-contained dental units to reduce noise, 

clutter, crowding and vulnerability to failures of generators, compressors and vacuum pumps.  Please 

see the Donation Campaign below. 
 

Sending mobile small teams to individual schools for fluoride treatment, parent education and classroom 

toothbrushing programs will continue. 

 

NUEVAS SONRISAS HAS A NEW DONATION CAMPAIGN. 
Since we last visited SCM in Feb 2020, days before the world locked down for 

the pandemic, your generous donations allowed us to contribute $2000 for 

toothbrushes and paste for distribution by the local Health Department.  Please 

consider a donation to help us buy self-contained dental units.  Use the website 

link at the top of this letter to donate.  These units cost ~$4300 each. 

 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS. (Contact us at the email address in the 

letterhead.) 

 

Do you know someone who is ‘handy’ and adventuresome?  Please suggest 

they check out the mechanics link on our website. 

 

Nuevas Sonrisas also needs volunteers to serve on our organization’s 

committees that plan and execute all the phases of our yearly trips.  Choose 

what you would like to do from committee missions and contact us. 

 

If you speak Spanish and would like to help in any capacity among the many jobs and tasks we have, please 

contact us. 

 

Please also visit our websites (in letterhead) to see our growing list of Educational Materials and other changes. 

https://nuevassonrisas.org/
https://nuevassonrisas.gt/
mailto:team@nuevassonrisas.org
https://nuevassonrisas.org/voluntequip
https://nuevassonrisas.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/CommitteeMissions202207.pdf
https://nuevassonrisas.org/voluntspan


 

Enjoy your summer. 

 

Betty and Larry 

----------------------------- 

Betty Buford and Lawrence Cobb, Co-Chairs 

Development, Nuevas Sonrisas 

Portland, OR 

development@nuevassonrisas.org 

----------------------------- 
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