
Changing the World One Smile at a Time 
P.O. Box 132, Lake Oswego, OR 97034 

nuevassonrisas.org 

nuevassonrisas.gt 

team@nuevassonrisas.org 

 

 

June, 2021 

 

Dear Friends of Nuevas Sonrisas, 

 

We are writing to let you know that Guatemala is still struggling to control the Covid-19 

pandemic and advance a painfully slow vaccine roll 

out.  Nuevas Sonrisas has been supporting the Santa 

Catarina Mita (SCM) Municipality and Health 

Department over the past year with completed and 

planned cash grants totaling more than $12,000 to be 

used to buy food staples for distribution to families 

quarantined with Covid-19 infections, and tooth 

brushing supplies for any school child. 

 

The majority of Guatemalan school children remain out of school and it is still uncertain when 

they might safely return to their classrooms.  This suggests that our Nuevas Sonrisas dental team 

may not be able to provide the direct, local services in SCM for a second consecutive year in 

2022. 

 

Fortunately, the partnership we’ve developed over a decade of 

working with the SCM Health Department, the Municipality, and 

the school district will allow us to continue our impact on the oral 

health and well-being of these Guatemalan school children.  This 

shared approach furthers our goal of increasing local program 

ownership.  Our Guatemalan partners are ready to take on 

distributing toothpaste and toothbrushes to the SCM children as 

they apply fluoride varnish to help protect the teeth of more than 2,500 children.  Additionally, 

the children will be encouraged to maintain their dental hygiene 

routine while parents and caregivers receive education on healthy 

food habits to improve the dental health of the children.  

  

The children of Santa Catarina Mita and the Nuevas Sonrisas 

Board thank you for your kindness and support. 

 

The Board of Nuevas Sonrisas 

Portland, Oregon 
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