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Fall, 2020 

 

Hello Friends of Nuevas Sonrisas, 

Thirty seven Nuevas Sonrisas Team Members from Portland, 

Oregon gathered in Guatemala City on Feb 1, 2020 to begin 

our week of dental treatment and education in Santa Catarina 

Mita (SCM), the mostly rural eastern Guatemala town that we 

visit each year.  Guatemalan dental providers, workers from 

the regional health department, the city government and 

education departments, joined us in SCM.  Through that week, 

we “popped-up” dental clinics in schools, sent prevention and 

education teams to other schools, and continued our innovative 

program of providing toothbrushes and toothpaste to schools, 

and encouraging teachers and students to make a habit of 

brushing their teeth daily at school.   Nuevas Sonrisas 

interacted with over 2,000 school children during dental week.  For a more detailed overview, please visit our 

website’s Data page. 

All of this transpires because of your generous, motivated donations 

providing supplies and/or monetary funds. The program has recently 

expanded, by the request of the local government departments we work 

with, to designated rural schools with extreme needs.  Due to the pandemic 

we have canceled our annual dental trip in Feb. 2021, but for the next trip in 

2022, we need better oral suction systems with central HEPA filtration to 

better protect patients and caregivers.  Additionally, we are working on 

controlling dental generated aerosols in the patient treatment areas. This will 

require much new equipment. 

 

Nuevas Sonrisas is very grateful for your support.  Preventive 

Dentistry would not be a reality for the school children in Santa 

Catarina Mita without you.  Please visit the website’s Donate page 

if you are able to contribute at this time.  Our goal is to continue 

improving the oral health of SCM’s children. 

 

For more information, please browse through the two new and 

revised websites shown in the letterhead above.  Thank you for 

your attention and generosity. 

 

Betty and Larry 
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Betty Buford and Lawrence Cobb, Co-Chairs 

Development, Nuevas Sonrisas 

Portland, OR 

development@nuevassonrisas.org 
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